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NAY PYlI TAW, 27 March—The following is the full text of the address
delivered by Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe
at the 65th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade today.

Comrades,

Our Armed Forces waged a decisive struggle against subjection by a
foreign power on 27 March 1945 and became one with the people.
Making its own decisions, it launched a successful revolution. The
briliant capability and courage of the entire people and the Armed
Forces came as a shock to the colonialists.

It was thus that our country regained independence and sovereignty.
In the history of the independence struggle, the 27th of March is a
laondmark when the Armed Forces first made a stand relying on its own
capability and today is the 65th anniversary of this landmark event.

Comrades,

Our Armed Forces was originally formed with patriotic heroes to fight
for independence. The leaders of the Armed Forces turned from
politicians intfo patriotic Tatmadawmen when armed struggle for
independence was necessary, and they turned back into politicians
engaged in national politics when the tfime came for political struggle.
In this way, our Armed Forces has had a brilliant history of achievement
both in politics and in military affairs.

We, the patriotic Tatmadawmen, not only defend and protect the
nation and the people with our lives but take part and serve in
national politics whenever the need arises.

Comrades,

National defence is the duty of every citizen, with the Armed Forces
bearing the principal responsibility. As the Armed Forces is organized
and trained for military duty, the Tatmadawmen should have greater
skill and expertise in military affairs than ordinary people do. For this
reason, when it comes to national defence, the Armed Forces should
join hands with the government and the people and serve in unity.

Comrades,



Our country fell into servitude because of military weaknesses. Under
the divide-and-rule administration of the wily colonialists, in seeking
independence, our leaders had to build natfional unity with great
difficulty. With the independence of the country a priority, national
unity was built through any means possible even with some conditions.

Comrades,

For perpetuation of a nation, independence and sovereignty are vital.
To ensure full protection of independence and sovereignty, our Armed
Forces has to be strong, capable, modern, and patriotic. The
conviction that the nation will be strong only when the Armed Forces

is strong is deep-rooted among the people since the time of
independence struggle. In this spirit, | would like to urge you to make
continuous efforts to carry out the Four Unit-Building Tasks in order to
ensure the Armed Forces has the three capabilities namely military
capability, organizing capability and admin istrative capability, and
carries on its Twelve Honourable Traditions.

Comrades,

At present, our Armed Forces has assumed the various duties of the
State, in addition to the duty of national defence. Preparations are
being made to be ready in every aspect for a gentle transition to
democracy and market-oriented economic system. Failure to make a
systematic step by step transition from one system to another may
endanger the nation and the people. During the fransition to an
unfamiliar system, countries with greater experience usually interfere
and take advantage for their own interests. For this reason, it is an
absolute necessity to avoid relying on external powers.

Comrades,

The improper practice of democracy often leads to anarchic
phenomena. Thus, democracy requires stability and peace in the
country, knowledgeable and mature citizens and a reasonable
degree of wealth and prosperity on the part of the nation and the
people. So, the Armed Forces has laid down the 12 objectives and the
government, the people and the Armed Forces are building sound
foundations in unity, while the Seven step Roadmap has been laid



down and the fransition to a new order and a new system is being
undertaken. And free and fair elections are slated to be held this year.

Comrades,

This year's elections represent only the beginning of the process of
fostering democracy. | would like to mention here some of the points
on which parties running the elections should show restraint at a time
when the democratisation process has yet to reach maturity. Great
vigilance is necessary against unrest in the country, against election
violence that jeopardizes rule of law, stability and franquility and
against circumstances leading to disintegration of the Union. Improper
or inappropriate campaigning such as slandering fellow politicians and
parties in order to achieve election victory for one's own party at all
costs and engaging in divisive acts that lead to disunity among
nationalities and religions has to be avoided. | would like to urge
parties to present their policies and programmes to people and let the
people vote independently for whoever they favour.

Comrades,

Whatever system is practised in the country, the primary goal is peace
and prosperity of the nation, with great momentum toward modernity
and development. National development is not a one-off activity that
ceases with the attainment of a particular objective, but is @
programme that requires successive sustained endeavour. Efforts must
be redoubled for the economic prosperity, sustained modernity and
development of the nation. For this, there has to be political stability,
community peace and tranquility, and the rule of law. People have to
be free from worries and enjoy peace of mind in earning their
livelihoods. There has to be the capability to defend against threats
posed by internal and external destructive elements. To ensure all this,
the government, the people and the Armed Forces have to work
together.

Comrades,
In conclusion, | would like to urge you to:

e make efforts to build up and make Our Three Main National
Causes stronger than ever;



e build the Armed Forces into a strong, capable modern patriotic
Armed Forces, capable of providing full protection for national
independence and sovereignty;

e ensure that what you do, say or think is in the service of the
people to the extent that the people are wiling and satisfied
regarding any action you may take.

e With this, | conclude my speech.—MNA

Source: THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 28 March, 2010



