Press Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
on the unfounded allegations against Myanmar
| regarding the nuclear programme

In recent days, the intemational media reported alle gations that
Myanmar has been attempting to develop a nuclear programme in

collaboration with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea with an aim to

acguire nuclear weapons

Those reports are merely groundless allegations  with political
motives fo exert pressure on Myanmar.

Moreover, as these accusations are fallacious information
ori ginated from media sources -and individuals who are seeking to undermine
the nationdl interest of Mycmrhar, and are dlso based on a single source of
some deserters, fugitives and exiles, the news reports lack reliability, objectivity
and impartiality. Myanmar did not see the need to respond 1o these groundless
accusations as they are totally far from the redlities in Myanmar.

Following the adoption of US govemmen’t’s engagement policy
towards Myanmar, the US Senator Jim Webb and Assistant Secretary of State
Kurt Campbel visited Myanmar and starfed the engagement process
between the two countries.

At -a time of resumption of engagément betWe_en Myanmar and
US, those unfounded alle gciﬁons were made up by the qnﬁ—govemmen’t
elements in collaboration with news media with political purpose in a timely
manner. Besides it was dlso an attempt to tarnish the image of the Myanmar |
govémmem and to disrupt its oh-going poliﬁécﬂ process at atime when the
government s exerting all out efforts to holdmg general elections. for
democratic tfransformation. As a result of surfctcmg of those dlle gations, Senator

- Jim Webb who was schede;ed to visit Myanmar in early June has postponed his

planned visit.

Being a member of the United Nations, Myanmar dlways respects
and abides by resolutions and decisions adopted by the United Nations.
Moreover, it has been actively pariicipating in the UN Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva as a founding member of the Conference. '
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Myanmar is also a party to ’rhe Nuclear Non-prolrfera’cron Treaty

(NPT} and has signed the Safeguard Agreement with the ln‘cema’clonal Atomic

Energy Agency (IAEA) In 1995. At the regiondl level, Myanmar as-a member of
ASEAN, accededtothe Treaty on Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapons Free Zone.

In its drive for -'the adv_ancemen‘r of science and ’technology and |

’the' use of nuclear energy for peaceful purpose in health and education
sectors, Myanmar had had an agreement with Russia for the construction of a
10-Me gawatt Nuclear Research Reactor, in addition to sending trainees o
other countries including Russia. However, the plan was suspended without

implementation due to inadequacy of resources and the governmen’csv

—-.concerm for misunderstanding.it may cause among international communtty. In

fact, that project was arranged to be rmplemented under the Safeguard

- Agreement of IAEA.

| it is necessary 1o view separately wrth a clear differentiation
I -between peaceful use of nucleacener gy and productron of nuclear weapons

‘Myanmar has dl along supported 'the legmmate rights of every

state 'to the use of nuclear ener gy for peaceful purposes While supportrng non-.

| proliferation of nuclear weapons, Myanmar supports the prlncrples of non-

| politicizing the NPT and non-discrimination agarns’t developrng countnes inthe

NPT rmplementa’aon

| ‘Myanmar has cons’rantly contributed “to regronal peace and '
: stability in collabora’uon with ASEAN member countries. Myanmar will never -

enga ge in activities that would affect re gronal peace and stability.

Ny _ Exertlng pressure on Myanmar based on groundless nuclear
| accusa’aons and makmg a]lega’rrons with polmcal intent to intervene in the

internal affairs or with geopoll’ucal slrcrtegrc Ppurposes will in no way contribute "

) tothe re gronal and m‘rema‘honal peace and slablr‘cy

| : Myanmar rs just a developmg country whrch Jacks sufficient
" infrastructures, technolo gy and *ﬁnancral resources to make nuclear weapons.
Some experts concluded that Myanmar is not in a posr’cron 1o make nuclear

‘ weapons

Based on these facts, it is reiterated that the. allegations of
Myanmar *tryrng to develop nuclear weapons are unfounded and no efforts
hove béen made to do so.




Myanmar only wants peace and has no ambition to become a

nuclear power state.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw.

Dated. 11 June 2010
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