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MEC Chairman General Khin Nyunt Presents Prizes to Outstanding Students 

A ceremony to present prizes to outstanding students who passed the 2001-2002 Academic Year Matriculation Examination was held at No. 2 Basic Education High School in Sangyoung Township on 15 December, with an opening address by Myanmar Education Committee Chairman State Peace and Development Council Secretary-1 General Khin Nyunt. The Secretary-1 highlighted the facts: "To be able to enjoy the benefits of advancing science and technology in bringing about the national economy, systematic arrangements are being made starting from the basic education sector to develop highly-qualified human resources, to promote science and technology, to launch teaching and learning system based on information technology, and to promote the national characters and social values of Myanma society. In basic education level, new curricula have been worked out since 1998 to promote quality and morale and in 2001-2002 academic year, the new curricula was prescribed for all standards. So, remarkable pass percentages have been gained in every standard and school enrollment rate has also increased, he elaborated. Moreover, science and arts combinations have already been revised separately for students to be able to concentrate on specific subjects, to be international standard curricula and for the students to be able to choose subjects they like. So, from this year onwards, prizes will be given away to students in science and arts combinations. Today, altogether 23 outstanding students—14 science students and 9 arts students—who sat for the matriculation examination for the first time and got positions from first to tenth in the whole Myanmar. A total of 485,941 students took the matriculation examination (2001-2002) and 175,099 ones—36 per cent—including 44 six distinction winners and 250 five distinction winners passed it. The General continued to say that the outstanding students and those who got first prizes in respective states and divisions will be awarded cash and scholarships by the State. Presenting scholarships and cash awards contributes to nurturing the refined human resources." 

"To promote skill in applying IT, under the arrangements of MEC efforts are being made for using Internet by Bagan Cybertech at 100 basic education schools. In addition, 40 sets of VSAT system have already been installed at departments, universities and degree colleges under the Ministry of Education. So, research works are being conducted and information and data are being collected by surfing the Internet at universities, and iP Star systems are being installed at education colleges. These are endeavours for new Myanma education system being made to keep pace with the time. In 2002-2003 academic year, school enrollment activities have been launched cooperatively by parents, educational volunteers and social organization members. So, the number of the schooling children in the previous year was 4.84 million and the number this year is 4.93 million. Over 2,400 primary schools are upgraded into post-primary ones because there are more students who will pursue middle school education. As a result, the number of middle school students this year is 1.918 million, up from 1.724 million in the previous year. In basic education sector, 39,999 basic education schools are being opened and the number of primary students was 6.95 million in 2000-2001 academic year, 7.19 million in 2001-2002 and 7.48 million in 2002-2003. Moreover, 140,000 students are pursuing education at monastic education schools. So, It can be said that altogether over 7.62 million primary students are attending classes this year." 

"Beginning 2001-2002 academic year, the talented students training programme was launched at 38 Basic Education High Schools in 14 townships of 11 states and divisions where universities exist. Altogether 1,075 students—544 ninth standard students and 521 tenth standard students—are being trained under the programme this year. There is at least one high school in 35 sub-townships constituted under the rural development programme. In higher education sector, 740,000 students are attending under-graduate courses and PhD courses. Up to the end of June 2002, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Science and Technology produced 127 PhD graduates. Programmes for teaching of English with the use of modern technology for professors of universities and colleges and teachers of basic education schools in cooperation with Power House Systems Ltd of New Zealand began on 12 December. Arrangements have been made for conducting multipilier training courses in the whole country up to January 2004. For regional development, 24 special development regions were designated and universities and colleges were opened. There are now 151 universities, degree colleges and colleges. Those who passed the 2002 matriculation examination can take the first year courses at the universities and colleges in respective regions in December this year. 

Lanthamine Bridge Opened in Ayeyawady Division 

A ceremony to inaugurate Lanthamine Bridge linking Wakema Township and Kyonmange Township in Myaungmya District, Ayeyawady Division was held at the pandal near the bridge on 18 December. After 1988, a total of 148 medium and large bridges including this one and 4,359 miles of roads, of which 36 bridges and 888 miles of roads are in Ayeyawady Division, were built in the whole country. It was constructed in a period of 7 months starting from 25-5-2002. The bridge is of concrete reinforced type and 220 feet long with a 18-foot wide motor lane and 29-foot wide and 24-foot high clearance area. It can withstand 20-ton loads. 

For Development of Extended Cultivation Acres 

For the success of planned cultivation, the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation has drawn up special projects and has carried out extended land reclamation work to achieve extensive cultivation acreage. In the agriculture sector, modern methods and techniques with high quality seeds are used with the aid of machines to achieve target. Total cultivable acres in Myanmar is 45 million acres, the total cultivated area is 26 million acres. Since there are still 16.5 million acres of vacant and virgin soil available, intensive efforts are being made for extended cultivation acreage. 

Altogether 98 private entrepeneurs and national companies were given farming permits and about 1.2 million acres are being given to them and work for the development of agriculture activities are being carried out. National private companies of Kachin State, Kayin State, Sagaing, Tanintharyi, Bago, Magway, Mandalay and Yangon Divisions, Shan States (South) and Ayeyarwady Division, were given altogether 1,179,840 acres of land permits cultivation. At present already 314,297 acres have been established and cultivation work had started on 76,843 acres. To avoid natural disasters, extreme weather conditions and prevent migration of nomadic people, hill side cultivation had been established and success had been achieved. Beginning 2002~2003 a five-year plan for 135,000 acres hill side cultivation is being implemented. For highland cultivation, supervisory committees for State and Divisions have already been formed and efforts are being made to implement the tasks in the open season with added momentum. 

Golden Bolts Fixed at Kyweku-Kyaukphya Bridge 

The ceremony to fix golden bolts and nuts at Kyweku-Kyaukphya Bridge in Myeik,Taninthayi Division, to mark the completion of the project, was held at the last section of the project on 23 December. The bridge is situated in Myeik,Taninthayi Division, and there are altogether eight bridges including this one in the division. The bridge is of reinforced concrete type with steel trusses. The main bridge is 2,112 feet long and the approach bridge on Kyaukphya Bank is 200 feet long and the one on Kyweku Bank is 1,300 feet long. So, the bridge is in total 3,612 feet long. It has 28-foot-wide motorway and 6-foot-wide pedestrian lanes on either side. The clearance is 236 feet in width and 28 feet in height and the bridge can withstand 60-ton loads. 


Senior General and Wife Arrive Back after Goodwill Visit to Bangladesh 

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing arrived back Yangon by special flight on 18 December after paying the State visit to the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. During the State visit from 17 to 18 December, Senior General Than Shwe met with President of Bangladesh Dr. Iajuddin Ahmed and exchanged their views. Senior General also held official discussions with Prime Minister Begum Khalida Zia on bilateral relations. 

At the meeting, the leaders of the two countries said that the two countries are direct neighbors bound by age-old historical ties and there is no major problem between the countries. Both sides share a common vision to maintain Myanmar-Bangladesh border as one of peace, stability and prosperity and agree to promote existing relations and cooperation between the two countries. Leaders of the two countries also agreed to hold discussions of bilateral trade and promotion of border trade between the two countries and exchange views on promotion of relations between the two governments and peoples and extension of cooperation in road and water transport sector between the two countries. The two countries will enhance cooperation in regional and international affairs. 

During the visit, an MOU on holding regular discussions between the two foreign ministries and an agreement on cultural cooperation between the two countries were signed by the two sides and relations and cooperation between the two countries were strengthened. Bangladesh leaders praised the all-round development of the Union of Myanmar under the guidance of Senior-General Than Shwe and expressed their views on bright prospects of Myanmar. They also laid emphasis on promotion of bilateral relations between the two countries. Both sides viewed the State visit of Senior General Than Shwe was able to promote friendship and broaden and enliven the cooperation between the two countries and as a visit that opened the new chapter in the relations between the two countries. 

Senior General Than Shwe Sends Felicitations to Japan 

On the occasion of the birthday of His Majesty Akihito, Emperor of Japan, which falls on 23 December 2002, Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council and Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent messages of felicitations to His Majesty Akihito, Emperor of Japan and His Excellency Mr. Junichiro Koizumi, Prime Minister of Japan. 

Vice-Senior General Receives Commander of Third Army Area of RTA and Party 

Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye received Thai delegation led by the Commander of Third Army Area of Royal Thai Army who had attended the 20th Myanmar-Thai Border committee Meeting at the Ministry of Defence in Yangon on 28 December. 

Foreign Minister Arrives Back from BIMST-EC Meeting 

Minister for Foreign Affairs arrived back Yangon by air on 21 December after attending the 5th Ministerial Meeting of the Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand Economic Cooperation (BIMST-EC) group held in Colombo, Sri Lanka on 20 December, 2002.

To reflect the strong commitment of the member countries to the BIMST-EC, the Fourth BIMST-EC Ministerial Meeting held in Yangon in December 2001, decide to upgrade the Ministerial Meeting to the full Ministerial Level. In accordance with the decision made in Yangon, the Fifth BIMST-EC Ministerial Meeting was attended by ministers for Foreign Affairs of the member countries. 

Meeting on Myanmar-Thailand Transnational Drug Abuse Control Held in Chiang Mai 

Myanmar delegation comprising Secretary of the Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control Director-General of Myanmar Police Force and members attended the Seventh Cooperation Meeting on Myanmar/Thailand Transnational Drug Abuse Control held in Chiang Mai on 13 and 14 December. Meetings were held under two categories. Myanmar delegation led by Director (Drug Elimination) of CCDAC and Drug Elimination Unit and Thai delegation led by Director Mr. Sukhum Opasniputh of ONCB attended the junior level drug abuse control officers’ meeting held on 13 December. 

High-ranking officers’ meeting was held on 14 December. Myanmar delegation and Thai delegation led by General Secretary of NBC Mr. Kitti Limchaikit attended the meeting. Delegates of the two countries explained matters related to the tasks being implemented in respective countries and held discussions on promoting cooperation in drug abuse control tasks in the border areas of the countries, speedy exchange of information on drug abuse control tasks, control of drug trafficking routes and precursor chemicals, conducting training courses for human resources development, cultivation of opium substitute crops in Yongkha region in Tachilek Township, Shan State (East), under the assistance of Thailand and implementation of regional development tasks. Myanmar/Thai cooperation meetings on transnational drug abuse control were held bi-annually starting from 1999 in Myanmar and Thailand alternatively. The two sides agreed to hold the eighth meeting in Myanmar in June 2003. After the meeting, the two sides held a press conference together and explained matters related to the purpose and successful conclusion of the meeting. The Myanmar Delegation arrived back to Yangon via Maesar/Tachilek on 16b December. 

Sri Lankan Minister Arrives 

At the invitation of the Minister for Religious Affairs, Minister of Buddha Sasana, Justice, Law Reform and National Integration of Sri Lanka Mr. WJM Lokubandara arrived Yangon by air on 24 December. 

Ambassadors in Phnom Penh Visit Myanmar 

Under the arrangement of Myanmar Embassy in Cambodia, the 18-member delegation comprising ambassadors of the embassies of Japan, Poland, Singapore, India, Indonesia and Malaysia based in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and their wives and families led by Ambassador of Myanmar to Cambodia arrived Yangon on 20 December. After visiting Bagan, NyaungU, Mandalay and PyinOoLwin on 22 and 23 December, the delegation left Yangon on 25 December. 

Diplomats in Singapore Visit Myanmar 

Under the cooperative arrangement of the Two Hundred Diplomats Club and the Myanmar Embassy in Singapore, a team comprising 22 members of the Two Hundred Diplomats Club and diplomats in Singapore arrived Yangon by air on 20 December. During their trip in Myanmar, the guests visited Inlay Lake in Southern Shan State, PyinOoLwin, Mandalay, Putao, Myitkyina, Maykha and Maylikha confluence in Kachin State and National Musuem, Drug Elimination Museum and Gem Museum in Yangon. The delegation left Yangon by air on 27 December. 

Myanmar-Thai Border Committee Meeting Held Successfully in Mawlamyine 

The opening ceremony of the 20th Myanmar-Thai Border Committee Meeting was held at the South East Command in Mawlamyine on 28 December, attended by members of Myanmar delegation headed by Chairman of the Committee, Chairman of Mon State Peace and Development Council Commander of Southeast Command Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung and Thai delegation led by Commander of Third Army Area of Royal Thai Army Lt-Gen Udomchai Ongkasing. 

The closing ceremony of the meeting was also held on 28 December. At the ceremony, Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung and Lt-Gen Udomchai Ongkasing signed the agreement of the meeting. During the meeting, they made positive discussions of matters pertaining to good neighborly relations between the two countries and friendly relations between the two defence services of the countries. 

Secretary-1 Receives UN AIDS Executive Director 

Chairman of National Health Committee Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council General Khin Nyunt received UN AIDS Executive Director Dr. Peter Piot at the Ministry of Defence in Yangon on 30 December. 


Trade Fair 2002 of Myanmar-China Border Trade Opened 

Minister for Commerce attended the opening of Myanmar-China Border Trade Fair-2002 in Muse in northern Shan State on 16 December. Director-General of the Border Trade Department and Deputy Director-General of the Bureau of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation of Yunnan Province of China Mr. Li Jia Shou formally opened the trade fair. 

Following the opening ceremony, the minister and guests viewed round the trade fairs, which will be held from 15 to 19 December. On display in 250 booths at the trade fair are gems and jewels, agricultural produce, finished wood, marine products, medicines, consumer goods and cosmetics. 

Agreement on Construction of Hydel Power Plant Signed 

A ceremony to sign an agreement between the Department of Hydel Power (HPD) of the Ministry of Electric Power, the Union of Myanmar, and MDX Group of Companies of Thailand on construction of Tasang hydel power plant on Thanlwin river in Shan State (south), Myanmar, was held at the International Business Centre in Yangon on 20 December. Present were Minister for Electric Power, Minister at the State Peace and Development Council Chairman’s Office Brig-Gen Abel, Minister for Science and Technology, Deputy Minister at the State Peace and Development Council Chairman’s Office U Set Maung, Deputy Minister for Energy, departmental heads under the Ministry of Electric Power, Myanmar-Thai Friendship and Economic Cooperation Committee Chairman and members, Thai-Myanmar Friendship Economic Cooperation Chairman retired General Pat Akanibut and members, Ambassador of Thailand to Myanmar, Managing Director Mr. Swarng Champa and officials of MDX Group of Companies. Director-General of HPD and Managing Director Mr. Swarng Champa explained matters related to the implementation of the project. They later signed the agreement and exchanged the documents. 

The plant, which will have the capacity to generate 7,110 megawatts on completion, is to be constructed on Thanlwin river. The first phase of the project includes installation of three 711-megawatt generators and other equipment will be installed every year. Electricity generated from the plant is to be sold to Thailand and South-East Asian region. Power will be supplied for local use in accord with the ratio of shares held by Myanmar. It is an important agreement to set up a joint-venture company and implementation of the projects, it is learnt. 

MoU Signed between MCF and MEMI


A ceremony to sign memorandum of understanding between Myanmar Computer Federation and Myanmar Economic and Management Institute (MEMI) of Japan was held at the Myanmar Information & Communication Technology (MICT) Park in Yangon on 21 December. The president of the Myanma Computer Federation and Mr. Toshi Matsui of MEMI signed MoU and exchanged the documents. The MoU includes donation of computers and sending course instructors to Myanmar form abroad. 

Korea Importers Association Visited Myanmar 

A 20 member delegation from South Korea’s, Korea Importers Association visited Myanmar in November, and together with the Union of Myanmar Chamber of Commerce and Industry was held a bilateral trade talk on the 25th of November and 5th, 11th of December. 

The Korean side wants to purchase raw materials for their Industry, plus rubber, wood, wood conversion, preserved fruits, rattan-ware, bamboo-ware, fishery products and coconut husk ropes. In return they want to sell machineries, electronic goods, chemicals, spare-parts for steel mill, automobile tyres, batteries and office furnitures. 

Thuwunnabhumi Traveling Schedules of Four Countries 

As attempting and coordinating to establish and promote Thuwunnabhumi traveling schedule of Myanmar, Thai, Cambodia and Laos four countries, the meeting of working committee was held in last week of November. In this meeting, there were discussions about sales of traveling schedules, advertising, and to cooperate with embassies, Thai Tourism Authority. And also discussed to promote Tourism Industry among four member countries as religional and cultural travel schedules, it is learnt. 

China Offers Debt Relief 

Myanmar stands to benefit by Yuan 600 million (about US$72 million) following debt relief from China for the three poorer members of the Association of South East Asian Nations, said Deputy Minister of Foreign affairs U Khin Maung Win in an exclusive interview with Myanmar Times earlier this month.The offer, made at the November summit of the Asean leaders in Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh on November 4 and 5, will also benefit Cambodia and Laos, U Khin Maung Win said. The summit this year has been the great success both politically and economically, which marked the 2002 as one of a best year for Asean, U Khin Maung Win said. The Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Senior General Than Shwe headed Myanmar delegation to this year’s summit. 

A framework agreement establishing a free trade area was also signed between Asean and China at the summit, which has paved the way for Myanmar to fully participate in the free trade are over the next ten years, U Khin Maung Win said. He described achievement for Asean this year as "groundbreaking". Myanmar will also benefit from the preferential trade status to four members of Asean by China, U Khin Maung Win said. Agreement on the special trade treatment was signed at the Phnom Penh summit and implementation of the agreement could begin in 2003. Myanmar would continue to enjoy enormous economic benefits, as it becomes an active member of the regional organizations such as Asean, U Khin Maung Win said. "To have sustainable development, (we) cannot stay aloof" he added. 

The narrowing of gaps among the Asean member countries, which also includes Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, Thailand and the Philippines, will remain one of the top priorities for Asean in 2003, U Khin Maung Win said. "Southeast Asia cannot have two-tiered development," he said.The economic benefit for Myanmar was also apparent at the first-ever summit of Greater Mekong Sub Region countries since its foundation in 1992. The summit, held in Phnom Penh on November 3, paved a way for establishing a power network among the member countries which group Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Thailand and China. The summit, attended by the SPDC Chairman Senior General Than Shwe, discussed 11 regional projects to be undertaken in the next ten years. Myanmar, which serves as the physical link between the South East Asia and South Asia has also played a most active role in BIMST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, and Thailand-economic Cooperation). 

The energy group of the BIMST-EC, which is chaired by Myanmar, was the most active in the bloc, U Khin Maung Win said. The projects envisaged for the GMS and BIMST-EC are likely to be funded by the Asia Development Bank.But the Manila-based bank has largely stopped bilateral funding to Myanmar over the past decade due to pressure from some Western countries. U Khin Maung Win said Myanmar hoped the bank could overcome those challenges and restart funding for development projects in Myanmar. 

As the foreign policy of Myanmar pays a special attention towards its role in the regional organizations, it tries to treat bilateral relations with every member of the international community with the utmost importance. Myanmar attaches "great importance" to its relations with the United States, U Khin Maung Win said, adding that US is becoming more understanding of the situation in Myanmar. 

Agreement Signed on Construction of Pozzolan Grinding Mill 

The Ministry of Electric Power signed an agreement on importing machinery and construction of Pozzolan Grinding Mill at the International Business Centre on 24 December. The Pozzolan Grinding Mill will produce 1,000 tons of Pozzolan powder will be used in Roller Compacted Concrete Dam for Yeywa Hydel-Power Project in Mandalay Division. The construction tasks will be undertaken by Siam Industrial Corporation Ltd and Olympic Co in cooperation with the Hydro-electric Power Department. 

Thai Carrier Launches Service to Mandalay 

A ceremony at Mandalay International Airport on December 16 welcomed the inaugural flight from Bangkok of Thailand’s Phuket Airlines, the fifth carrier to launch a service to Myanmar in 2002. The 45 passengers aboard the Phuket Airlines flight included the carrier’s chairman, Mr. Vikrom Aisiri, who told the ceremony that the service would further strengthen the friendship between the peoples of both countries. An airline official said the service would also contribute to the development of tourism in Myanmar. Phuket Airlines’ Myanmar branch manager added that the direct flights from Bangkok to Mandalay would be convenient for foreign travelers who wanted to visit such destinations as Bagan, Inle Lake and Taunggyi. vPhuket Airlines will operate the flights between Bangkok and Mandalay on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, using a Boeing 737-200 which can carry up to 118 passengers. The flights are the second international service to be operated by the airline, which began flying between Bangkok and Chittagong in Bangladesh earlier this year. The airline also operates flights from Bangkok to Phuket Krabi and Ranong in southern Thailand. Phuket Airlines becomes the second foreign carrier after Chinese airline Yunnan Air to launch flights to Mandalay in 2002. Yunnan Air operates flights to the city from Kunming. Another three airlines began flights to Yangon in 2002. They are Lauda Air (Italy), which operates a Milan-Yangon-Phuket service, Lauda Air (Austria) which has flights linking Vienna, Yangon and Phuket and the Bhutanese carrier, Druk Air, which flies a Paro-Dhaka-Yangon-Bangkok route. 


70 Acres of Poppy Fields Destroyed 

A combined team comprising Tatmadawmen (military personnel) of local battalion, Hopang special Anti-drug Squads, members of Shan State (North) Special Region-2, departmental officials and local people on 25 and 27 November destroyed 70 acres of poppy fields around Htuhtutaw Village in Hopang Township, Shan State (North). 

New Digital Microwave Link Inaugurated 

A ceremony to inaugurate a new digital microwave link was held at the auto-exchange station of Myanma Posts and Telecommunications in Sittway, Rakhine State, on 17 December. Guests viewed round the telephone exchange and inspected equipment and the use of Internet and e-mail services. 

Heroin Traffickers Sentenced 

A combined team, acting on information, searched a saloon at the Wailaylan check point in Tachilek Township, Shan State on 2 July and arrested Aik Yi together with 99 blocks of heroin weighing 33 kilos. Tachilek Police Station filed on Aik Yi and his accomplice Aik Sam under Sections 15/19(A)/21 of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law. Tachilek District Court handed down life sentence under Section 19 (A) on Aik Yi, and five years’ imprisonment under Section 15 and life sentence under Section 19 (A) on Aik Sam on 5 November. 

The New Light of Myanmar to Come out in New Form and Essence 

Beginning 1 January 2003, The New Light of Myanmar daily will appear in a new format and essence, changing its size from broadsheet to tabloid, while the number of pages will increase to 16 from 12. In addition to its usual news, articles, perspectives, advertisements and other sections, NLM in tabloid will also feature news from the districts, national news and international news in brief. Crossword Puzzle will appear weekly and letters to the editor, occasionally, with cartoons giving entertainment to the readers and portraying the good and bad qualities of the human society. In order to make it more impressive, NLM will concentrate on featuring a wide array of national and international sports news, and news and photos of the world events. 

MRTV Programmes to be Telecast with New Format 

Myanma Radio and Television will telecast its programmes under special arrangement as of 1 January 2003. The evening news will be televised at 6.30 pm instead of 6 pm; the international news at around 9.15 pm; such programmes as Discovery, Japan video topics, cartoons like Little Samurai, and Japanese soap operas before and after the evening news; and so will other programmes of general interest and knowledge followed by foreign movies. Moreover, just as international football matches are being telecast live after the 8pm-news on Sundays starting from 15 December, the soccer highlights will also be aired after the 8pm-news on Tuesdays. 

Christmas Dinner Hosted 

Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) hosted a Christmas dinner in Yangon on 21 December. Present were Minister for Religious Affairs, Minister at the State Peace and Development Council Chairman’s Office Brig-Gen Abel, Deputy Minister for Culture, directors-general and officials of Ministry of Religious Affairs, the YMCA chairman and executives, delegates of Buddhist, Hindu and Islam associations and social organizations, YMCA members and the Christians faithful. 


Support at highest Level Shown for Tuesday Club 

A senior minister has praised the role of a club established by private investors to foster better understanding with key members of the Government and its ministries. Brig-Gen Abel, the Minister of the Office of the Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council, said the Tuesday Club had built up "strong credibility" since it was established six years ago. 

Brig-Gen Abel was speaking at the club’s year-end dinner at the Traders Hotel last Tuesday on behalf of Secretary-1 of the SPDC, General Khin Nyunt, who also attended the event. He said Gen. Khin Nyunt paid close attention to the club, of which he was a patron, and was happy to give advice. "He will continue to support us and with his support we will go a long way," Brig-Gen Abel said. He welcomed the opportunities that the club provided for members and their guests from the government and its ministries to discuss "very frankly" various topic and situations. "The structure of the organization is such that we can work very transparently, we can discuss views openly and we can exchange viewSs candidly," Brig-Gen Abel said; 

"Business is like the weather, sometimes it is unpredictable," he said. The club’s chairman, Mr. Martin Pun, also referred to business activities in a welcoming address at the event which included an outline of the club’s history and activities. Mr. Pun, the chief executive officer of Serge Pun and Associates, said most of the club’s members had been in Myanmar for many years and wanted to remain "and prosper as the country prospers." Club members wanted to continue to be involved in nation building "hand in hand with Myanmar nationals, as we have committed ourselves," Mr. Pun said. "Many new organizations would like to come to Myanmar and some of them have already filed their registrations," he said.

(Source: Myanmar Times December 9-15, 2002) 

US Envoy Congratulates Govt on Narcotics Control Work 

The United States charge d’ affaires, Ms. Carmen Martinez, has congratulated the government for its efforts to cut drug production and reiterated Washington’s support for a home-grown political settlement in Myanmar. In an exclusive interview with Myanmar Times last Tuesday, Ms. Martinez said the decline in opium production in Myanmar and increasing international cooperation in the fight against drugs were welcome developments." The government has done a good job on counter narcotics efforts," said the envoy, who took up her appointment in August. Ms. Martinez said the US was aware that the drug control work undertaken by the government was "really difficult, given the resources." She encouraged the government to continue its efforts to combat illegal drugs. Narcotics could destabilize societies through both addiction and the use of funds from the drug trade for other illegal activities, she said. The interview came ahead of a decision by US President George Bush this week on Myanmar’s cooperation in narcotics control. 

While declining to comment on Myanmar’s prospects in this year’s classification process, Ms. Martinez said many considerations, including the arrest traffickers and action against money laundering offences, would be taken into account in Mr. Bush’s decision. Ms. Martinez said a visit to Washington last May by a senior anti-narcotics official, Brig-Gen Kyaw Thein, for talks with senior Bush Administration officials on bilateral cooperation in the fight against drugs was a "very important step." They were the highest level talks on narcotics issues between the two sides in more than a decade. Ms. Martinez, a career diplomat who described her Yangon posting as " interesting and tough, " said Washington was in favor of a dialogue on humanitarian issues with the government and civil society in Myanmar. 

"We continue our support for democracy in the largest, broadest, most general sense," she said, adding that the people of Myanmar have to find a solution in "their style of government." "We are not trying to impose our style on this country or on the people. " We can understand how it is difficult to have a democracy in a multi-racial and multi-religious society; (it) is a difficult test," Ms. Martinez said. "There are similarities between our country and this country; we have diverse ethnic groups, diversity of religions," she said. "We wish that foreign journalists could be permitted to visit the country, because there are positive things going on (and) there are changes going on, and the story of this country will be written by the press," Ms. Martinez said. Despite political differences, the Myanmar authorities had been sympathetic towards the needs of the US mission in Yangon. Ms. Martinez said the government had cooperated in a plan to move the American embassy from Merchant Road to a new site, though the location and a date for the relocation were yet to be decided. 

"Disagreements on policies and political theory are very deep rooted, we have great differences there, but on the basis of how you are treated as a diplomat, I think it has been good, "Ms. Martinez said. She also expressed her appreciation of the government’s pledge to support US operations to recover the remains of an estimated 600 American servicemen thought to have died in plane crashes in northern Myanmar during World War Two. As part of a familiarization program for the operation, three members of the Myanmar army had traveled to Hawaii last month to visit a US army laboratory that specializes in identifying human remains, Ms. Martinez said. "It is a really important issue for the US and I think the people of the US will be very grateful to the people of this country," she said. 

(Source: Myanmar Times December 16-22, 2002) 

Universities Reach Agreement to Collaborate on Agricultural Studies, Research Projects 

Universities in Myanmar and Australia which specialize in agricultural studies are to strengthen relations under an agreement which provides for the development of joint study and research programs, and academic and student exchanges. The agreement between the government-run Yezin Agricultural University at Pyinmana, about 320 kilometers north of Yangon, and Charles Sturt University, at Wagga Wagga, about 425 kilometers south-west of Sydney, was signed on December 10. 

The deputy director general of the Agricultural Planning Department, Dr. Toe Aung said the collaboration was the first between the two institutions although Yezin had similar agreements with other foreign universities. The signing of the agreement came after the Professor of Irrigation at Charles Sturt, Dr. Graeme Batten, gave a presentation on rice production in Australia at the office of the Myanma Agriculture Service of the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation. The seminar, organized by the Academy of Agricultural, Forestry, Livestock and Fishery Sciences, was attended by nearly 100 agricultural experts from the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation. 

Dr. Batten said irrigation was essential in the main rice growing area in south eastern Australia because the region received up to 30 centimeters of rain in a normal year. He said Australia produced 518,000 tones of high quality rice a year from about 54,000 hectares (nearly 140,000 acres), giving a yield of 9.6 tones a hectare (or about 3.7 tones an acre). Dr. Batten attributed the high yield to long hours of daylight, a favorable climate, few pests, no leaf diseases and high inputs of seeds and fertilizers. Other reasons for the high yield were sustainable growing techniques and the wise use of agricultural research. Dr. Batten said the rice grown in Australia was destined for the Japanese market. He said there were about 2000 rice farmers in Australia, most of whom used aero planes for seeding and applying pesticides and fertilizers. 

Night Flights Proposed to Move More Travelers 

The Ministry of Hotels and Tourism has proposed the introduction of night flights to increase the carrying capacity of the three domestic carriers. The ministry’s director general, U Khin Maung Latt, aired the proposal at a meeting attended by airline representatives and travel agents at the Panda Hotel on December 7 which also touched on other issues affecting the domestic carriers. 

The deputy director general of the Civil Aviation Department, U Myint Thein, said facilities for night flying could be provided at selected airports, including Yangon, Mandalay, Mawlamyaing, Nyuang-U (Bagan),Sittwe and Dawei. U Myint Thein said that apart from Yangon and Mandalay, facilities at the other airports were not of international standard. U Khin Maung Latt also called for fair competition and greater cooperation among the carriers-government-owned Myanmar Airlines and privately operated Air Mandalay and Yangon Airways. The chairman of the Union of Myanmar Travel Association, U Khin Zaw, said that the carriers should focus on finding solutions to challenges. U Khin Zaw said cooperation among airlines would be in the interests of passengers. He suggested that airlines adopt the same fare structure and that they exchange reservation lists to help solve issues arising from double-bookings by travel agencies. 

U Khin Zaw acknowledged that the two private carriers faced difficulties, including maintenance costs exceeding passenger earnings in the low season between April and October. The commercial manager of Yangon Airways, U Aung Gyi, said the two carriers already worked together by transferring passengers when one of the airlines encountered scheduling difficulties. He said it would be difficult for the two carriers to set an identical fare structure. "We have a market rate of our own," U Aung Gyi said. The chief operations officer at Air Mandalay, Major Selvakumar, supported the move for night flights but added that the service provided by airlines would benefit from the installation of satellite communications links at all airports. Travel agents at the meeting aired concerns over difficulties caused by cancelled flights. The managing director of the Ruby land travel agency, U Aye Kyaw said cancellations caused considerable inconvenience because the itineraries for tour groups were often finalized months in advance. U Tint Naung, the managing director of the Golden Express travel company, said airlines should take responsibility for cancellations. He also suggested that Myanmar Airways should accept bookings up to one year ahead. Myanmar Airlines airline manager U Tin Aung said it was impossible for the carrier to change its system of accepting bookings one-day in advance. "As the national airline we have to give preference to government officials in case they need to travel at short notice," U Tin Aung said. 

International Community Satisfied with the Results of Myanmar’s Narcotic Eradication endeavours 

The Steering Committee of the project to develop Wa region in Shan State (East) held its seventh meeting in Kengtung on 17 December. The plan is being jointly implemented by the Central committee for Drug Abuse Control of Myanmar and UNODC. The United States and Japan contributed US $ 8.84 million to the project. As the international community is satisfied with the results of Myanmar’s narcotics control endeavours, Germany also contributed 1.25 million euros to the project through the UNODC. The Wa group has already declared to the world that it will free its region from the drugs by the year 2005. Thus, development of the opium-substitute business and alternative income generation has become an inevitable task for the Wa people. Moreover, they will need international assistance in carrying out the task. 

Resident Representative of UNODC Yangon Office Mr. Jean Luc Lemahieu said after overcoming many difficulties through collective efforts, the project is achieving success. Because of the success, the donor countries are providing more funds for the project this year. Thus, the project will be extended to cover more areas. The meeting then discussed building of two rural health care centres in 2002, conducting of a course for 117 trainees from villages covered by the project, giving of medical treatment to 211 addicts under the community-based drug addiction reduction programme, opening of a hospital to treat 36 drug addicts, conducting of HIV/AIDS education and control courses, opening of a 25-bed hospital in Mongpauk, installation of water supply system for five villages, water supply projects for Hotaung and Mongphyin, repair and maintenance of Mongpauk-Maingka road and Mongpauk-Panhkam road, installation of 12 kilometres of 10-kva cables from Nantlwe Hydel Power Station, building of Panlin and Maingka feeder canals, monsoon and summer paddy cultivation, storing of 28 tons of rice for villages, cultivation of cold season crops, vaccination of livestock, distribution of fish fry and duck and poppy cultivation survey work. Concerning the priority task for 2003, matters relating to buildidng of Maingka feeder canal to establish the Maingka agriculture zone, installation of power cables between Mongpauk and Maingka, road and bridge construction, and extension of rural water supply and health and education were discussed. 

Under the project to develop Wa region, priority will be given to the programme covering construction of Maingka feeder canal and agricultural development. The programme has been targeted to complete in March 2003. When completed, 5,000 poppy farmers will be settled at Maingka and arrangements will be made to fulfil their food, clothing and shelter needs. 

Myanmar Stands Third, Zaw Zaw Latt Second in 42nd Putra Cup Golf Tourney 

The Myanmar amateur golf team which participated in the 42nd Putra Cup Golf Tourney in Hong Kong from 12 to 15 December. 

Golf teams of the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei and host Hong Kong took part in the tourney. At the tourney, The Thai golf team secured the Putra Cup with 838 strokes. The Philippines team won the second prize with 849 strokes, Myanmar the third with 862, Hong Kong the fourth with 865, Malaysia the fifth with 870, Singapore the sixth with 887, Indonesia the seventh with 888 and Brunei the eighth with 910. 

In the individual event, the golfer of the Thai team stood first with 272 strokes. Zaw Zaw Latt of Myanmar put his place at the second with 275 strokes, J Delariarte of the Philippines at the third with 282. 

Cleft Lip and Palate Patients Given Free Treatment in Yangon East District 

The cash presentation ceremony for free treatment of cleft lip and palate patients in Yangon East District was held at Sanpya Hospital in Yangon on 20 December. The Minister and Deputy Minister for Health, and the Vice-Chairperson of Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association (MMCWA) and members inspected the operation of cleft lip and palate patient. The Vice-Chairperson provided cash assistance to the patients. Under the campaign, altogether 150 cleft lip and palate patients have undergone operation free of charge in Yangon East District, Yangon South District and Yangon North District. A total of some 2,000 patients have been treated free across the nation. 

Myanmar Industries Association Holds Ninth Annual General Meeting 


The Ninth Annual General Meeting was held at the Sedona Hotel, Yangon on 21 December. The Myanmar Industries Association was set up on 21 July 1993. The association is now over nine years. The Government has laid down policies and is rendering assistance to the entrepreneurs for extension of their agro-based industries as well as forestry-based, meat- and fish-based and other domestic raw material-based ones.


The Central Committee for Industrial Development and the Myanma Industrial Development Committee were formed on 6 May 1999 with a view to steering and providing assistance for development of industries in the country as soon as possible. Nowadays, arrangements are being made for holding the State-level Seminars on Myanma Industrial Development and the Industrial Exhibition to be organized by Myanma Industrial Development Committee, in Mandalay in January 2003.

A total of 18 industrial zones throughout the country have been established with the aim of ensuring industrial develop-ment throughout the country and energetic efforts are being made for boosting industrial production. The Myanmar Industries Association is to cooperate with Union of Myanmar Federation of Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other associations for development of the private economic sector. 

Myanmar Rejects US State Department’s Accusation 

Idea of Using Rape to Achieve Objectives Alien to Myanmar Culture It is Completely Illogical to Allege that it Could Commit Acts that Would Result in Discord Among the National Races 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar on 26 December issued a press release on a rejection against the accusation of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labour of the State Department of the United States, which is attempting to raise the issue of so-called human rights violations in Myanmar once again. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar notes with regret that the US Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labour, is attempting to raise the issue of so-called human rights violations in Myanmar once again. The State Department issued a statement on 17 December alleging that the Myanmar military is using rape as a weapon against its national races. The Foreign Ministry completely rejects the accusation. The Myanmar Government has never practiced such a policy, and never will. 

The idea of using rape to achieve one’s objectives is alien to Myanmar culture. In Myanmar, rape is considered not only as a despicable and heinous crime, but also as an unacceptable infringement of basic religious precepts. The allegations of the use of rape as a weapon by the Myanmar military emanate from non-governmental organizations hostile to Myanmar and are patently false. Thorough and extensive investigations carried out by the authorities have revealed that out of 173 allegations of rape made by the Shan Human Rights Foundation and the Shan Women’s Action Network the anti-government organizations based in Thailand, there were only 5 instances which had any similarity with the alleged cases. Action has already been taken in these cases. It is evident that the majority of the cases referred to is a fabrication. The individuals mentioned are fictitious and the villages cited are non-existent. 

The Myanmar Government places the highest priority on national unity. Therefore, it is completely illogical to allege that it could commit acts that would result in discord among the national races. The allegations are being repeated with ulterior motives and are aimed at tarnishing the image of the country and its armed forces. It is not uncommon for insurgent groups and their supporters to propagate falsehoods whenever possible. 

Coord Meeting on prevention Against Trafficking Women and Children Held 

A coordination meeting of Myanmar National Working Committee for Women’s Affairs Committee for Women’s Affairs led by the deputy minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlements under the Myanmar National Committee for Women’s Affairs (MMCWA) and the work group for prevention against trafficking in women and children led by the deputy minister for Home Affairs was held at International Business Centre in Yangon on 26 December. 

Deputy Minister for Home Affairs explained undertakings of prevention against trafficking in women and children. Director-General of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlements also explained undertakings of the work committee. Leaders of the sub-committees reported on their respective sectors in the general round of discussions. Member of the work group for prevention against trafficking in women and children Director-General of Myanmar Police Force and secretary of the work group for prevention against trafficking in women and children, Police Chief of Staff reported on preventive measures against trafficking in women and children. 

Secretary-1Praises Work of Engineers 

The role played by engineers in national development has been praised by Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council, General Khin Nyunt. Speaking at the annual meeting of the Myanmar Engineers’ Society (MES) at the Sedona Hotel on first week of December, General Khin Nyunt said members of the profession had contributed to the successful completion of 147 bridges and 140 dams between 1988 and 2002. The Secretary-1 also said it was encouraging to see engineers united in one organization. The meeting was attended by more than 600 people, including Myanmar engineers working overseas and representatives from counterpart organizations in Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. In an interview with Myanmar times on the side lines of the meeting, an official with the Asean Federation of Engineers Organizations, Mr. Ir Choo Kok Beng, said it was unprecedented for members of other Asean engineering societies to be invited to such a meeting. 

Mr. Choo said the meeting was significant because of the support demonstrated by the government for the MES, which has about 7000 members. Mr. Choo said MES members were eligible to join the Malaysia-based Asean Engineers’ Register which provided opportunities to work in the regional grouping and enjoy other benefits such as a sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology. The MES’s vice-president, Dr. Sein Myint also said that contributions from the government and the private sector had enabled the society to accumulate a fund of K 200 million. 

Tawa Sluice Gate Inaugurated in Thanatpin Township 

The opening ceremony of Tawa Sluice Gate which was constructed and undertaken by the Construction-6 of the Irrigation Department, the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, was held at the sluice gate on 30 December. According to the project to turn wetlands near Bago-Sittaung canal into farmlands, Shankaing sluice gate in Waw Township was inaugurated in 2001 and Paingkyone sluice gate in Kawa Township in February 2002. By opening of Tawa sluice gate in Thanatpin Township, the government brought about the interest of farmers in Bago Division. 

Under the present government, altogether 141 dams and facilities including the Tawa sluice gate have been built and they had irrigated 2.02 million acres of farmland. In Bago Division, 33 dams including the present sluice gate were built they benefited over 500,000 acres of farmlands. Altogether 11 dams including Zwebat sluice gate in Waw Township and Shwehlay sluice gate in Kawa Township are under construction in Bago Division. Shankaing sluice gate in Waw township benefits 25,000 acres of farmland, Paingkyone sluice gate in Kawa Township 30,000 acres of farmland and Tawa sluice gate 32,000 acres of farmland totaling 87,000 acres of farmland. Zwebat and Shwehlay sluice gates can benefit 25,000 acres and 30,000 acres of farmlands respectively. On completion of all the sluice gates, 142,000 acres of land will become valuable farmland in Bago-Sittaung canal region. Fields in the north of Bago-Sittaung canal are flooded every year. Therefore the government dug the main canal and built the main sluice gates at suitable places. Feasible study is under way for construction of Winkadat sluice gate in Waw Township, Kokko and Kanpyo sluice gates in Thanatpin Township. 

In this region, fields along Bago-Sittaung canal were flooded due to poor drainage system. So, to solve the problem, the Tawa sluice gate is built. The sluice gate with 336 ft x 12 ft outlets has been built at the lower part of the canal. The sluice gate can prevent sea water from flowing and store fresh water. Local farmers can grow monsoon paddy as well as seasonal crops in the cold season and summer and they will have opportunities to boost production. The Bago Division plays a greater role in national economy. Out of 14 states and divisions, the Bago Division is the second greatest in terms of paddy production and the third greatest in terms of pulses and beans production. The areas of the division is over 9.7 million acres and 3.1 million acres of land is used as cultivable land. Efforts are being made to increase more and more cultivable land in the division. Tawa Sluice Gate is built at the fork of Bago River and Bago-Sittaung Canal near Tawa Village on the eastern bank of Bago River. About 90,000 acres of land have been turned into the farmland. As Zwebat sluice gate and Shwehlay sluice gate are being built, tens of thousands of acres of farmland will emerge soon. 

* * * * *


We’ll Beat Opium, Amphetamine Vows S1 as Poppy Harvest Dives 

Opium production was at its lowest level in 14 years, Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council, General Khin Nyunt, said last week. The production of the crop had declined by more than half during the past decade, General Khin Nyunt was quoted as saying in a statement issued on 11 December. " We are committed to dramatic reductions in opium production as well as all narcotic drugs, including methamphetamines," General Khin Nyunt said in the statement. It follows a United Nations estimate that Myanmar produced 828 tonnes of opium this year, down 26 per cent on 2001. 

General Khin Nyunt’s comments come after the government destroyed narcotics worth US$ 468 million in a ceremony at Namhsan in southern Shan State on December 8. More than 8000 kilograms of poppy seeds, about 140 kilograms of opium and more than 130,000 methamphetamine tablets were burned at the ceremony. The government said the destroyed opium seeds were enough to produce more than two tons of pure heroin, which would have a street value in the United State of $ 462 million. In another development, a group of senior cabinet ministers, diplomats and journalists has toured areas of Shan State which are a focus of drug elimination programs. 

The group included the Home Affairs Minister, Colonel Tin Hlaing, the Foreign Minister, U Win Aung, the Labour Minister, U Tin Winn, and the Japanese and Chinese ambassadors, Mr. Yuji Miyamoto and Mr. Li Jinjun respectively. It visited the Wa and Kokang regions during a three-day helicopter tour which began on December 6. The group’s itinerary included a visit to Mong Yun in the southern Wa region for a meeting with its leader, U Pauk Yu Yi. He said more international aid would be needed for the region to achieve a target of eradicating opium production by a target of 2005. U Pauk Yu Yi also called on Bangkok to allow Wa products access to markets in Thailand, which borders the region. 

The group also heard an appeal for foreign aid from the leader of the Kokang region, U Phone Kyar Shin. The government had been given an assurance that opium was no longer grown in the region and international development assistance would ensure it remained drug free, U Phone Kya Shin said, in an address in the Kokang regional capital, Laukkai. In a briefing to the diplomats and journalists, Colonel Tin Hlaing said closer cooperation between the government and the Wa and Kokang leaders had coincided with more effective drug eradication work. 

Colonel Tin Hlaing also complained about limited international aid for the Wa and Kokang regions, where opium production had begun to decline after the two groups signed peace agreements with the government in the late 1980s. He said the government could do no drug eradication work in the two regions before the agreements were signed, despite having considerable aid from the international community. " But now that we have peace, and access to those areas and the ethnic groups have pledged to get rid of drugs, it is very unfortunate that the international community has stopped assistance to us," Colonel Tin Hlaing said. 

(Source: Myanmar Times December 16-22, 2002 ) 

Myanmar Government Denounces Rape in Strongest Possible Terms, 
Repudiates U.S. Charges of Using Rape as "A Weapon of War"
The Government of Myanmar stands with the rest of the world in denouncing rape of any kind, especially as an instrument of government policy or war. The notion of rape as a systematic national policy is abhorrent to the Government of Myanmar, which has never ordered, supported or condoned rape in any form.

Hla Min, Spokesman for the Government of Myanmar, said "the recent release by the U.S. of additional specific allegations of rape as a weapon of war in a "preliminary" study conducted in cooperation with the U.S. Consulate in Chang Mai, Thailand, is a rehash of the Shan Human Rights Foundation study in order to further attack and isolate Myanmar, after our attempts too repeatedly reach out to the international community on this very troubling issue."

Government of Myanmar has requested since last October both the United Nations and the ICRC to witness the ongoing progress with regard to human rights in the country as well as her desire for the review and assessment of the situation by an independent third party. As the Government makes significant progress in curbing illegal drugs, which has been recognized by the United Nations, it can be expected that groups such as "the Shan Human Rights Foundation" – with close ties to the Shan United Revolutionary Army (SURA), a group known for heavy involvement in narcotics trafficking, will increase the number and ferocity of these allegations on the Government, together with their surrogates. Billions of dollars are at stake for those narco-terrorist organizations. 

Hla Min also said, "we condemn rape in the strongest possible terms. It is not, nor has it ever been an instrument of government policy. Prompt legal actions have been taken against servicemen as well as civilians in isolated cases which occurred not only in the Shan State but else where in the country. We are committed to finding and severely punishing the individuals guilty of committing these heinous crimes, if the allegations are true. We also stand ready to assist and fully cooperate with any independent international organization. The Government has also agreed to the International Committee of Red Cross’ (ICRC) proposal which the UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur Paulo Sergio Pinheiro endorsed during his visit to Myanmar in October. This proposal to have ICRC involved and have permanent presence not only in the Shan States, but other sensitive areas in the country has started to be implemented by ICRC with the full cooperation of the Government and participation of the local people of the respective regions. According to the Yangon Head of Delegation of International Committee for Red Cross, Mr. Michel Ducraux, "This significant step should allow the ICRC Delegation in Myanmar to assess the living conditions of the civilian populations in concerned areas and report accordingly. He also said "The first encouraging mission has been carried out in Southern Shan State".

ICT Infrastructure Leaps Forward 

In Myanmar there occurred a major turn-around during 2002. Since the beginning of the year, neologisms such as ‘e-mail’, ‘internet’, ‘world wide web’, ‘broadband’, ‘informa-tion technology (IT)’ and ‘GSM’ have become the most repeated expressions among upwardly mobile, the young and the sophisticated Myanmar. As soon as 2002 was ushered in, information communication infrastructure, which provides e-mail, internet, satellite links, broadband telecommunication, was also firmly and confidently established. 

In the very first month of the year, the computer industry was most delighted with a week of concentrated IT activities, with a flurry of conferences and exhibitions to mark the opening of the Myanmar Information Communication Technology Park at Yangon’s Universities’ Hlaing campus on January 21."This was the outcome of the strong desire and encouragement of the government and private sector collaboration", says U Thaung Tin, president of Myanmar Computer Scientists Association (MCSA).Myanmar Information Communication Technology Development Corporation (MICTDC), established by a consortium of 50 private companies, invested K 500 million in the Park with the balance required made up with a loan from the local privately owned Asia Wealth Bank. 

The Park was the first stage of building the ICT infrastructure that Myanmar desperately needed for the development of IT and software sector. Less than 12 months later, business residents of the Park are already helping local and foreign software companies to develop their software. Of the 32 rooms for IT companies provided at the Park, two have been occupied by foreign companies, two by Japan-Myanmar e-learning centers, one by an incubation centre for promising local programmers and the rest by local software firms. Now strong demand from the local IT sector has pushed the MICTDC to expand the park, which includes construction of a shopping mall, office blocks and extension of the current software production facilities as well the development of nearly 20 acres of vacant land beside the MICT Park. And the Corporation will also operate another park in Mandalay in 2003. 

"We are also planning to sell our shares to the public," says MICT Park’s general manager U Thaung Nyunt, just after the corporation becomes a public company." In the Park’s second phase, it will not be just the software development companies that enjoy the Park’s full facilities, but other IT-related companies as well," says U Thaung Nyunt, adding that the government had made a loan of K 1.5 billion (about US $ 2 million). 

As a first phase, the Park is the only site where the software developing companies can enjoy the high speed data communications facilities provided by Bagan Cybertech’s Internet Data Centre and Teleport, based next to the Park. Bagan Cybertech is providing telephone voice services, intranet and internet facilities through a satellite-based VSAT (Very Small Aperture Terminals) network and a submarine cable system. In all it is estimated some $ 10m has been spend on the complex - MICT Park and Bagan Cybertech. That has shown that Myanmar also has a determination to keep abreast with developed countries. 

Technology is moving and changing at a rapid rate. Soon after Bagan Cybertech introduced VSAT, another satellite-based technology came out. Bagan introduced $ 15-million iP-STAR satellite system from Thailand. Using iP-STAR, MPT can provide rural telephony services throughout the country. Despite offering better speed and bandwidth, the system was up to five times cheaper than the VSAT system. Bagan Cybertech also provides Broadband Wireless Access (BWA) which enables customers use fast and reliable internet access as well as voice and data transmission applications. A broadband phone line costs a fixed FEC 20 for individual accounts and FEC 30 for corporate accounts per month, allowing unlimited domestic calls within the country. 

The need for ICT in upper Myanmar also provided another step for Bagan Cybertech to expand its telecommunication services to Mandalay in December, 2002. Bagan Cybertech’s new teleport in Mandalay will fill the ICT gap in upper Myanmar with broadband network. To look at overall IT development in 2002, the sector has made a lot of good beginnings in the areas such as infrastructure, human resource development and marketing. What comes next is implementation. In 2003 we will begin to see how much further Myanmar is prepared to take the many ongoing projects, its ability to surmount financial barriers and find local and overseas markets. 


PRIVATE
A GLANCE OF
MYANMAR NATIONALITIES' TRADITIONAL COSTUMES


Nationalities in Myanmar reside in all parts of the country in respective States and Divisions full of beautiful natural mountains and lakes. The nationalities have preserved the long-standing traditional culture and traits till to this modern day and age.

Majority of the dresses of nationalities of Myanmar are woven in pure cotton. Because of the hot and humid weather in summer and rainy season and cool in winter, so, wearing pure cotton is most suitable for Myanmar weather. Although traditional culture and trait and wearing of traditional costumes has started to diminished in many countries of the world, Myanmar’s preservation of own culture remains untouched and nationalities of our country adoringly wear their own costumes with pride. Tourists, foreign visitors and diplomats too adore and like our nationalities’ traditional costumes and bought many for them or for their friends.

Myanmars wear traditional Myanmar outfit, which is jacket or ainje and htabi or long saron-like skirt and pahsoe or longyi. These are popularly sold in markets. Although there are several thousand designs for Myanmar phase and habits, the nationalities traditional costume materials rarely change and it is more or less the same as in past two decades. 


Traditional costume materials of nationals are not machine-made but woven in hand or hand-made which is why the quantity is very little. To weave one silk longyi takes about one or 2 months because very small silk threads of over a hundred have to be used to weave the silky, wavy designed material. The size of a htabi is 5' by 6' and for a silk a hundred-loom acheik htabi, the cost is from 50,000 thousand 100,000 kyats. Now a day, expert a hundred-loom silk acheik weavers are very scarce.


Almost all nationalities ladies weave their own outfits. They use natural barks and trees to color their costumes. Chemical dyes have very bright colors but for the natural dyes, the natural colors are very subtile and soft. They threaded the cotton wool and then wove their costumes and for intricate designs only about 3" to 6" of cloth can be achieved after a hard days work. That is why; they have to take quite a long time to finish their costumes. Traditional textiles of nationalities are usually sold at costume shops in cities they dwell. It started as a home business and then blossomed into medium business throughout the country. In Yangon and Mandalay where there are many foreign visitors year round, traditional nationalities costumes and material shops are increasing day by day.

Lets observe these shops! In Yangon’s most popular Bogyoke Market in downtown, there is one of the shops, Chin National Daw Khunn Shwe and daughter Thazin Thinn’s Yoeyarmay nationalities costume shop. Yoeyarmay is meant "a lady, who is traditional nationality. They sell their goods at reasonable price. Not only Chin national costume, you can get costumes of various nationalities at their shop too! Daw Khunn Shwe first opened her shop in relations to her husband’s work, she said. 


Since 1991 she sold traditional Chin costumes at Chin State Cooperatives Expo and its 11 years now and she had gained ample enough experience and a load of customers, she said. The idea of opening this kind of shop came to her when her friend from USA asked her to find a cloth naturally dyed with colors of barks and tree roots. That gave her this idea of opening this kind of shop. In 1996, at a time of Visit Myanmar Year, she participated in the market festival and gradually, she opened this shop at Yangon’s main Bogyoke Market where she obtained many foreign customers as well as locals. Many artists from music and film industry adored the national dresses and her scope of customers became wider. She said, Yoeyarmay’s main aim is to uplift the prestige of Myanmar nationalities and to revive traditional patterns and designs well-loved and appreciated by international community while at the same time serving in the interest of her Chin nationals and Chin State. The more she tried, the more she became successful and she made business contacts with Japanese traders with the help of JETRO in November 2001 at the Traders’ Hotel.

Another shop, we had the chance to observe is the Forever cotton and handcraft sales shop on Shwe Taung Kya or Golden Valley road in Yangon. This shop is owned by U Than Daing and Daw Nu Nu Wai who opened it in January 2002. Regular customers of this shop are diplomatic families and friends. Daw Nu Nu Wai is the retired lecturer of Physics department, Yangon University. She said, her intention of opening this shop is that she sjust wanted the traditional dresses of our nationalities to be loved, liked and worn by everyone be it, foreigner or local. In this shop, traditional materials (hand woven) were sworn in modern style as well as cotton handbags of traditional design and patterns, clutch bags, handkerchiefs, shawls as well as ladies and children outfits of various colors and designs stitched with hand-made materials were sold. These materials were genuine cotton and the designs are so unique. 


Every outfit is stitched according to its traditional pattern with very modernize touch which added more glamour to it. Some are hand embroidered or machine embroidered. Forever’s most outstandingly popular outfit is the jacket and htabi one set Myanmar outfit is well liked and appreciated by Myanmars as well as foreigners. Some of her outfits are stone studded and very artistic. Myanmars are so very proud of these outfits. Not only the outfits but this Forever shop is popular for its arts and crafts sales too. Most of the paintings on sale are the work of well knows artists. Thus, Forever shop is to be recognized as a shop, which is successful in its business of selling Myanma traditional outfits.

The Business Tank, December 2002


LAUDA AIR AND MYANMAR TOURISM 

In the past, changes take place within a decade or a century. Now, in modern world, it has become the opposite, changes have been occurring in a split second. As technical development increases, related sectors like economic, politics, social, health, education and military changes also take place simultaneously. Every country needs to make intense observation on the economic and technical development that is conducive to good competition for advancement. The late 20th and early 21st century was marked as a dawn for Myanmar Tourism Industry.

Myanmar has been also ardently trying to get a strong foothold in ‘ Tourism Industry. " Her age in this field is still in infant stage. In the past colonial days, and after gaining Independence, there were only a few who conducted this kind of business. There was a Mandalay tour (not Tour Mandalay) and Tharyarwaddy Maung Maung Tour, to name a few. At that time tourism was not in vogue yet, and not term as a good income business by everybody in every country.


Only after the 20th century did tourism industry starts to change by leaps and bounds. Most of the countries try to make a firm establishment, with deep commitment and strong concentration to change it into a fruitful business. Obviously, it flourished and some countries even survive relying totally on this single tourism income. Myanmar, after 1988, prior to change of economic policy, tourism was shared as a " saviour " for national income and in 1992, September 24 a new Ministry of Hotel and Tourism was born.

For "Tourism Industry", there are many needs to fulfill. Accessibility plays a major role, accommodation and refreshment follows, science, picturesque and interesting places to see, must all be well organize under the tutorship of a keen manager or management board.

Infrastructure counts a lot. Accessibility is the key point to a successful tourism industry. If tourists enter the country with itinerary, moving from place to place must be easy, convenient and comfortable. Entry Visa must be easily attainable. For the tourist, things that are essential and necessary to carry out, they want it to be done promptly without time wasting. So, some of the countries permit entry without visa, while some issue arrival passport the moment they arrive at the border checkpoint or airport or waterway port.

The majority of the tourists prefer traveling by air. So airplane becomes an essential thing for the tourists. To reach from one place to another within a short time, easily and comfortably, airplane is the only means. So, modern airport has to be chosen very carefully, then installing of communi-cation equipments, air-ways, air-routes indicators, naviga-tion, etc, all must be up-to date.

Myanmar has built many airfields, maintaining and upgrading has also been done and is still continuing in doing so. Now, Open Sky Policy was promulgated for aircraft landing. Myanmar has internat-ional flights, such as, Myanmar Airways International, Thai Airways International, Silk Air, Malaysia Airlines, Mandarin Airlines, Air China, India Airlines. Altogether ten airlines are operating, and of these Mandarin Airlines and China- Yunnan Airlines are regular Charter Flight Airlines.


Now often, a plane load of tourists would come in with a chartered flight, mostly arranged by local tourism group, then asked a helping hand via Ministry of Hotel and Tourism to other Ministries concerned in keeping their visitors conveniently during their visit. Chartered flights that entered our country from the year 2001, up to this current year were as follows: -

Quanta’s Charter flight with 220 tourists arrived 22-5-2001 departed 25-5-2001

Cross Air MD 83 with 65 tourists arrived 3-11-2001 departed 7-11-2001

PG 9301, 9304 (101) tourists arrived 11-11-2001 departed 17-11-2001

Lost Cities LC 201,62 tourists, arrived 15-11-2001 departed 17-11-2001

Austrian Flight Group 59 tourists, arrived 30-12-2001 departed 1-1-2002

Cross Air 54 tourists arrived 3-3-2002 departed 6-3-2002

Quanta’s Charter Flight 196 tourists arrived 18-6-2002 departed 20-6-2002

Now, Lauda Air, from Milan, Italy is running the Company’s Charter Flight, started on the 1st of August 2002. For the flight, one of the Co-operative Companies of Myanmar, Myanmar Lotus Asia Tours Co Ltd, has arranged for Lauda Air. The director of the Co is Mr. Giulio Mariani, an Italian. To gain a successful trip, related Ministries and its respective officials has given necessary help. Lauda Air is trying to fly regularly as a chartered flight. They will be flying, every Thursday, weekly and they have visited five times already. Their route is from Milan, Italy straight to Yangon, then to Phuket, Thailand. 

Most of the visitors stayed for about a week and toured the country either by air or by train or motorcars. They visited Mandalay, Bagan, Poppa, Inlay, Pyay, Magwe. Most of the tourists were " new comers "; they’ve never been to Myanmar before. Some have been here twice or thrice, some even exceeded that limit, that is seventh time tourists were included in the group. Some even took meditation at the Mahasi Meditation Center during their trip. When interviewed, they admitted that they were not Buddhist, but practically experimenting the Buddha’s ways and found peace and tranquility through these practices. They were not satisfied for taking within a short length of time, and aimed to come over again and take prolonged meditation.

All the tourists were satisfied, during their stay in Myanmar. Myanmar"s natural picturesque scenic beauties, its cultural heritage and traditions, pagodas, stupas, ethnic nationalities, well-cut social behavior of the people and peaceful land, these impressed the visitors. So it is obvious that Lauda Air has been co-operating and co-coordinating with Myanmar’s Tourism Industry in their own special way. There is a common adage in Myanmar, which goes that you cannot extract oil from a single sesame seed, that is right of course, but a single sesame seed has its own capacity of oil in it. Isn’t it? That is Lauda Air and their performances are adding strength to Myanmar Tourism Industry. No doubt.
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For More Information on Myanmar

www.myanmar.com
www.myanmar-information.net
www.myanmars.net

www.myanmar.com/gov/perspec
www.myanmar-narcotic.net
www.myanmar.com/myanmartimes
www.myanmar.com/nlm/enlm
www.myanmar.com/gov/trade/inv.htm
www.itu.int/MISSIONS/Myanmar
Information Officer
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